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Dear Ms. Townsend:

Comments on State Water Quality Control Policy for
Sediment Quality Objectives as Listing Criteria for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries

The County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (Sanitation Districts) appreciate the
opportunity to provide input regarding the scope and content of the proposed amendment to State Water
Quality Control Policy for Developing California’s Clean Water Act Section 303(d) List (Listing Policy),
related to sediment quality objectives (8QOs). The Sanitation Districts are a confederation of 23 special
districts that operate and maintain regional wastewater and solid waste management systems for over
5 miltion people who reside in 78 cities and unjincorporated areas in Los Angeles County. The Sanitation
Districts own and operate eleven wastewater treatment plants, including the Joint Water Potlution Control -
Plant (TWPCP), which directly discharges 10 the Pacific Ocean. The Sanitation Districts have actively
participated in the development of SQOs through the SQO Stakeholder Advisory Committee and
interaction with the SQO Scientific Steering Committee and the SQO Science Team. We possess nearly
40 years of experience in monitoring and assessing sediment conditions in estuary and marine
environments. '

The proposed amendment will seek to provide consistency between the Listing Policy and the
requirements of the recently approved Water Quality Control Plan for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries
(Part 1) — Sediment Quality Objectives (SQO Policy). The State Water Quality Control Board staff
(Board Staff) has proposed three alternatives for evaluation in reaching consistency between the SQO
Policy and the Listing Policy. These alternatives are: 1) No action; 2) Amend the Listing Policy to ensure
consistency with the SQO Policy; 3) Use the SQO Policy as an evaluation guideline, instead of amending
the Listing Policy for consistency. -

The Sanitation Districts strongly support the amendment of the Listing Policy to ensure
consistency with the SQO Policy (Alternative 2). The SQO Policy is unique in the integration of multiple
lines of evidence to assess condition and use of stressor identification evaluations to refine listings or
delist impairments consistent with the specific stressor(s) causing the impairment. We believe it is
essential that the Listing Policy reflect the well-considered program of implementation contained within
the SQO Policy that addresses evaluation of water bodies for placement on the 303(d) list based upon
sediment quality. :
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The Sanitation Districts also believe that an amendment to the Listing Policy is needed to

relatively high cost associated with each station assessment (>$5,000 each), the use of the binomial
statistic is inappropriate and impractical for delisting SQO-based impairments. Additionally, it will be
impractical in some water bodies to identify 28 independent stations for SQO assessments. Furthermore,
there is still a high degree of uncertainty as to the frequency at which sediments may be considered toxic
due to natural sources. Therefore, the Sanitation Districts believe that the approach for delisting water

-..of the SQO. Bolicy. We strongly urge Board Staff to take advantage of the expertise and perspective
e e

: a@ilabie fih;ppghzgthe';;.SQOsﬁ Science Team and Stakeholder Advisory Committee in the ongoing
:development of the propesed amendment.

Cl - If Alternative 2 js adopted and the amendments to the Listing Policy provide an alternative to the
*binomial distribution approach to delisting, then the Sanitation Districts believe reasonably foreseeabie

treatment), and hydrology (if discharges are reduced or diverted to different locations to reduce loadings
of pollutants to sediments).

Again, the Sanitation Districts appreciate the opportunity to provide input on this issue. Please
feel free to contact the undersigned at (562) 908-4288, extension 2818 via telephone or j gully@lacsd.org
via email if you have any questions regarding these comments. -

Sincerely yours,

Stephen R. Maguin

ey

Joseph R. Gully :
Supervising Environmental Scientist
Ocean Monitoring and Research Group
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